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The Divot
President’s Report
A relatively small but very interested group of members
turned out for the 2019 AGM held April 7. There were no
special resolutions on the agenda this year and members
voted mostly on issues regarding statutory requirements.
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Perhaps the most significant change in the business
of the meeting was the approval of the Club’s annual
financial statements. For the first time, members approved
the annual financial statements based upon a review
engagement by our independent accounting firm as
opposed to an audit, as was the case in previous years.
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Treasurer, Tom McCaughan, presented the annual financial
statements, including comments with respect to financial
controls, to the meeting and Richard Wilson of the firm,
Crowe Mackay LLP, provided an overview to members
regarding the difference between a review engagement
and an audit. The Societies Act of British Columbia, which
the Club transitioned to in 2016, makes it permissible
for members to approve non-audited annual financial
statements. While the membership retains the right to
request an audit in any given year, this year’s move to
an independent review saved the Club approximately
$10,000 in accounting fees.
As has been the case since 2012, Director candidates were
once again, elected by acclimation. We commence this
year with 9 of the 11 Board seats filled. Joining the Board
for this year are Dennis Haggerty and Lorne Mackie.
All Board Committee chairs including Bill Morgan, RW
Hunt, Gerry Lisowski and Dan Burnett had provided
reports to the meeting in advance and walked members
in attendance through respective Committee highlights of
the 2018 year.
New Superintendent, Jason Haines, was on hand and
was warmly welcomed to the Club and both our Director
of Business Operations, Cory Wheaton, and Director of
Golf, Jim Pringle where recognized for their considerable
contributions to the effective management of the Club for
another year.

continued on page 7…

From the
Pro’s Report

Golf Shop

What a thrilling start the Major Championship season in Men’s
golf. Few of us will forget the celebration that followed Tiger
Woods improbable victory in the 2019 Masters. Despite his
many flaws, he has shown that determination and hard work
can bring you back. I watched in disbelief as his competitors
all rinsed their tee shots in the water on #12. Woods took
the measured approach and played safely to the middle of
the green. Woods always said that it took some good luck to
win Major Championships, but you still need to convert those
opportunities. Tiger did that this year. It will still be a long road
to chase down Jack Nicklaus’ record of 18 majors, but at lease
the chase is back on.
Our golf shop is stocked and ready for you. We enjoyed a great
Callaway Fit Day in April, and will look forward to having them
back again this spring. New Golf Shoes to keep your feet dry,
Golf Bags smartly logoed with our Club Crest. Golf fashion
made for style and performance. Your support of the golf shop
is always appreciated. Don’t forget that we offer the best price
for golf equipment, at just 10% over invoice for all products.
If we don’t have the brand that you want in stock, let us know
and we can deliver for you at a lower price than Golf Town.
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We are all looking forward to a great season ahead. Take
advantage of the nice days, drop in for an evening nine, and
enjoy the golf course.
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Ladies Club
With this wonderful spring weather it is lovely to see many
of our ladies already out on the course. It is in amazing
condition.
For those of you that have enjoyed all or part of the winter in
southern climes – welcome home. Please remember to post
your away scores.
The fixture sheet for 2019 is posted in the Ladies Lounge. We
have had drop in golf for the latter half of March continuing
with fun days in April.
Our opening Spring Luncheon is on April 16 beginning with
a nine hole scramble at 9:30. The theme is “Spring Hats” so
don your finest; sign up in the Golf Shop for golf and lunch or
just for the luncheon.
I welcome all new and returning members to Tuesday golf.
This year fees of $45.00 will cover the cost of prizes and chits
through out the year. Donna Thompson, our treasurer will
collect our dues (cash or cheque) at the luncheon.
Looking forward to a wonderful year.

Freeman Reynolds

—Linda Code
Ladies Captain, 2019

A memorial for Freeman
Reynolds will be held May 26,
2-5 pm at the Sunshine Coast
Golf and Country Club.
I’d like to thank the membership
for their contributions and also
acknowledge the staff and the
Board of Directors for their
support.
Currently we have raised
$1,500 towards our target of
$2,500. The bench has been ordered and should be placed
for the celebration of life. The Pro Shop is continuing to take
contributions towards the purchase of the bench.
The family looks forward to seeing everyone on May 26.
—Frank Harrison

Etiquette
The new rules allow for the ball to be holed with the pin in. As
a result, removing your ball from the hole must be done with
extra care to avoid damaging the edge of the hole. Please reach
in the cup carefully to remove your ball. Please avoid yanking
the pin out of the cup to remove your ball. This often results in
folding over the edge of the hole. Alternatively, removing the
flag before tapping in may help in keeping the hole edges sharp
for the golfers that follow you around the course.

Pro Am
A smaller field this year for our 22nd Annual Pro Am did not
stop the success of raising $3,000 for our Junior Golf Program.
Congratulations to Amateur Team Winners led by Chris Lutes,
including Kevin Middlemiss, Tyson Cross, Taylor Fancher & Jaye
Thomas. The professional division was won again this year by
Bryn Parry with a score of one under 71. The course received
rave reviews, as the greens were rolling smooth and fast. Local
pro’s also competed, with Director of Golf Jim Pringle shooting
76, Bill McDonough 77, and Blue Ocean Head Pro Ed Boni
with a 78. Thanks to all our sponsors, including tournament
sponsor BMO for their continued support of Junior Golf on the
Sunshine Coast.

Tyson Cross, Kevin Middlemiss, Jaye Thomas, Chris Lutes
& Taylor Fancher.

Spring Junior Clinics are set to run every Saturday staring in
May. Stop by the golf shop or Junior info board in the lower
hallway to register your kids or grandkids. Get them started
early and they’ll be golfers for life.

Bryn Parry

Aeration
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Scheduled for Tuesday April 23
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Those darn greenkeepers are punching holes in everything,
Again! Every spring and fall, grounds maintenance goes
through a week or two of aeration where holes are punched in
everything from greens to tees and everything between. There
are several types of aeration methods, but both equal the same
thing, getting air into the rootzone, and allowing water to
move through the rootzone.
Hollow tines allow the pulling up of a plug or core. There
are different size tines that allow for different size cores to
be pulled from the green surface depending on how much
material one wants to remove. Removing the material allows
us to help break up layering that can occur in the soil. It
also allows for a small removal of thatch. Thatch is organic
material created by the grass plant that is the combination
of both living and dead material. Thatch can lead to certain
diseases affecting the health of the grass plant and limits water
movement through the soil leading to soft and bumpy playing
surfaces.
There are also solid tines. Solid tines do not remove any
material from the rootzone and are often much smaller than
their hollow tine counterparts. Often, solid tining is used

throughout the season because it causes the least disruption in
golf play while improving the quality of the turf stand.
The aeration machine has multiple setting to help with the
overall process. With multiple speed setting for operation,
the slower the speed, the tighter the hole spacing, the more
material being removed during the process. Overall, even the
tightest of spacing of 1.5” only manages to pull 12.5% of
the overall surface of the green. I know it doesn’t seem like it
when you look at the destruction of a newly punched green,
but the math doesn’t lie. This is also why we try to punch in
both the spring and fall, at max we are able to replace only
25% of a greens surface and part of the rootzone each year.
Very seldom do we run the machine at its minimum spacing
because of the disruption and the possible overlap from
previous aerations, so typically we are only pulling somewhere
between 6.25% - 10% of the surface each aeration. The
other setting available to the machine is the depth of the core
taken. Depth can range from simply dimpling the surface to
pulling up to 4” of material out of the rootzone.
Overall, there are many reasons and benefits to the aeration of
the golf course, It’s just getting the weather to cooperate.

Golf jokes and puns are pretty bad. But that’s just par for the course.

HA! HA! HA!
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20 Must Know Rules of Golf for 2019
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1.

Drop from knee height (NOT shoulder height)

2.

Measure the area to drop in with the longest club in
your bag (except a putter)

3.

Drop in and play from the relief area

4.

When dropping back-on-the-line, your ball cannot
be played from nearer the hole than your chosen
reference point

5.

Time to search - 3 minutes (not 5 minutes)

6.

If you accidentally move your ball when searching for
it, replace it without penalty

7.

No penalty for a double hit – it only counts as one
stroke

8.

No penalty if your ball hits you or your equipment
accidentally after a stroke

9.

No penalty if your ball strikes the flagstick when you
have chosen to leave it in the hole

10. Spike marks and other shoe damage on the putting
green can be repaired

17. Free relief in allowed if your ball is embedded on the
fairway or in rough (but "embedded" means that a part
of your ball is below the level of the ground)

11. Ball accidentally moved on putting green - no penalty
and replace

18. Unplayable ball in bunker – an extra option to drop
outside the bunker for 2 penalty strokes

12. Ball marked, lifted and replaced on putting green is
moved by wind to another position – replace ball on
the original spot

19. You cannot have your caddie or your partner standing
behind you once you begin taking your stance

13. Penalty areas replace water hazards, and you can
move loose impediments, ground your club and take
practice swings in penalty areas without penalty, just
as you can on the fairway or in the rough
14. You can't take relief from a penalty area unless you
are at least 95% certain your ball is in the penalty area
15. In bunkers you can move loose impediments
16. In bunkers you cannot touch the sand with your club
in the area right in front of or right behind your ball,
during your backswing or in taking practice swings

Upcoming Events

20. Pace of play – it is recommended that you take no longer
than 40 seconds to make a stroke (and usually you should
be able to play more quickly than that) and Ready in Golf
in stroke play is encouraged
These changes are explained in more detail on the Rules
Essentials video which are coming soon to www.randa.org
Alternatively read the Player's Edition of the Rules of Golf
or visit https://www.randa.org/en/rog/2019/pages/playersedition to learn more

April 24

May 9

Opening Men’s Night

Opening Ladies Night

April 25 and May 2

May 11

Ladies Golf Clinic

Men’s Spring Medal

April 27
Member Clean Up day

Junior Golf
LEAGUE
KIDS AGED 7 TO 13

THE FORMAT

Fun learning and playing with
a team oriented approach
for boys and girls of all skill
levels. Wednesday weekly
team practices with coaching
and directed by a CPGA
Professional. Golf clubs will
be available. Hurry, space is
limited to 36 kids.

THE SCHEDULE
Meet and greet on Sunday April 28 at 2:30 at
the SCGC club house to meet your team mates,
coaches and get an overview of the season.
S
unday May 5 @2:30pm
F
riday May 10 @ 5:00pm
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unday May 19 @2:30pm
S

5

S
unday May 26 @2:30pm

unday June 2 @2:30pm
S

unday June 9 @2:30pm
S

FEES


$99.00 PER JUNIOR ENTRY.
Call for more information and details.

JUNIOR

GOLF

SCGCC is committed
to growing the
game of golf!

REGISTRATION STARTS
ON FEBRUARY 1, 2019 AND
CLOSES APRIL 14, 2019.

604.885.9212  sunshinecoastgolf.com

For information email
jpringle@sunshinecoastgolf.com
or call 604.885.9212.
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…continued from page 1

President's Report
Club activity was abundant in 2018 as we saw close to
24,000 rounds played with just over 50% being played by
members and the balance played by public players. In 2018,
the Club supported both vibrant Ladies Tuesday’s, and Sr.
Men’s Wednesday’s events which ran for 34 and 32 weeks
respectively. Additionally, the Club operated 22 member-golf
events in addition to 32 Men’s and 34 Ladies night events.
The meeting recognized our 2018 Club champions: Donna
Thompson, (Sr. Ladies), Bill Sneddon, (Sr. Men), Keenon
Flemming, (Men) and both Ian and Clara Pashkewych, (Jr. Boys
and Jr. Girls).
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We happily reported that after two years of property
assessment appeals culminating with a formal hearing in
Victoria, we were successful in having the value of our
properties reduced, and in the process, received a $9,500 tax
rebate for 2016, and a more reasonable tax profile moving
forward. A big thank you to past president, Greg Johnston, for
such diligent efforts.
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In addition to providing great food and service to Club
members, our food and beverage department ran 138 special
events including 38 banquets and served over 8,000 meals
during the year. Every profitable special event held at the Club
assists the Board with maintaining stable membership dues.
Our food and Beverage staff take great pride in their work and
have developed a great reputation for catering special events.
Food service and menus have changed dramatically over the
last few years and have received acclaim from many visitors
to the Club. Members are reminded that food credits are
included in membership dues and additional 10% membership
discounts on food items are always in effect.
It is now apparent that our Happy Hour program is better
understood and allows members to receive special pricing on
beer, wine and other beverages Monday-Thursday between
the hours of 12:30-4:00pm. This time slot is not an accident as
90% of member rounds occur during these hours.

an optional 9-holes of golf, followed by a special 3-course
dinner, featuring full table service and accompanied by Chef’s
wine pairings, or a choice from 23 different wines currently
on the beverage menu at the Club. Often accompanied with
entertainment of some kind, it’s all very impressive and a lot of
fun. Reservations are required.
A section of the meeting was set aside to compare our
membership age demographics with the Canadian National
Club Membership Age Demographic. Across the country, 37%
of golf club members are over the age of 60; at our Club, that
number is 77%. The number one reason club members on
a national basis, including our Club, leave the game of golf
is that they “age out”. This is a phenomenon that typically
commences at approximately 80 years of age for golfers. While
the age demographics of our Club match the general age
demographics of the Sunshine Coast, our Club is clearly more
susceptible to the age out issue than clubs across the national
average. In 2009, our Club had approximately 500 members;
we ended 2018, with 282 members.
Our Membership and Marketing committee has set out plans
for an aggressive spring membership drive. We presently
have attractive junior and intermediate membership rates for
those up to 40 years old, but this year, and in a nod to our
50th anniversary, the first 50 new full play members to sign up
will receive a special membership arrangement based upon a
minimum two-year commitment. Special 50-year anniversary
pricing will be available for couples as well. If you know of
anyone interested in membership, please have them contact
RW Hunt, or Jim Pringle.
And finally, we announced a 50-year celebration will be
held at the Club on June 29. Activities will include a 9-hole
tournament followed by a special anniversary dinner and
dance. Mark the date as tickets will be going on sale soon.
I look forward to a great 2019 season and seeing you at the
Club,

Due to the growing success of the Friday night Nine and Dine
program, we announced plans to expand the 2019 season to
22 nights from 12 last year. Each Nine and Dine night features

—Patrick Gaines
President

Winter Operating hours
Golf Shop:

7:30 am – 7:30 pm, daily

Driving Range: 7:45 am – 7:15 pm
(Last ball sales), daily
Kitchen:

8 am - 4 pm, daily

Divot format courtesy of
melanie.eastley@someproduction.ca

Our Club has adopted the suggested local rule for use in general play.
As a local rule, it will not be used in serious tournament play.
E-5 Alternative to Stroke and Distance for Lost Ball or Ball Out of Bounds
Purpose. When a provisional ball has not been played, significant issues with pace of play can result for a player
needing to take stroke-and-distance relief for a ball that is out of bounds or cannot be found. The purpose of this
Local Rule is to allow a Committee to provide an extra relief option that allows a player to play on without
returning to the location of the previous stroke.
The Local Rule is appropriate for general play where golfers are playing casual rounds or playing their own
competitions. The Local Rule is not appropriate for competitions limited to highly skilled players (that is,
professional competitions and elite amateur competitions). For guidance on when and how this Local Rule may
be used in order for scores to be submitted for handicapping purposes, consult the rules or recommendations
contained within the Handicap System operating in the local jurisdiction.
Where a Committee has introduced such a Local Rule for general play, and removes it for competitions, it should
ensure that all players are aware of this before play begins.
A Committee may introduce such a Local Rule for all play on the course or only for one or two specific holes
where it may be especially useful (for example, where players are unable to see the landing area and therefore
may not know whether or not to play a provisional ball).
This option allows the player to drop in a large area between the point where the ball is estimated to have come
to rest or gone out of bounds and the edge of the fairway of the hole being played that is not nearer the hole.

sunshinecoastgolf.com

This Local Rule cannot be used for an unplayable ball, or for a ball that is known or virtually certain to be in a
penalty area.

The Divot

The player gets two penalty strokes when using this relief option. This means that the relief is comparable to what
could have been achieved if the player had taken stroke-and-distance relief.

For two penalty strokes, the player may take relief by dropping the original ball or another ball in this relief area
(see Rule 14.3):
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If a provisional ball is played and neither the original ball nor the provisional ball can be found, then the Local
Rule may be applied for the provisional ball that cannot be found.
Model Local Rule E-5
“When a player’s ball has not been found or is known or virtually certain to be out of bounds, the player may
proceed as follows rather than proceeding under stroke and distance.

Two Estimated Reference Points:
a. Ball Reference Point: The point where the original ball is estimated to have:
•
•

Come to rest on the course, or
Last crossed the edge of the course boundary to go out of bounds.

b. Fairway Reference Point: The point of fairway of the hole being played that is nearest to the ball reference
point, but is not nearer the hole than the ball reference point.

For purposes of this Local Rule, “fairway” means any area of grass in the general area that is cut to fairway
height or less.
If a ball is estimated to be lost on the course or last crossed the edge of the course boundary short of the fairway,
the fairway reference point may be a grass path or a teeing ground for the hole being played cut to fairway height
or less.
Size of Relief Area Based on Reference Points: Anywhere between:
•
•

A line from the hole through the ball reference point (and within two club-lengths to the outside of that
line), and
A line from the hole through the fairway reference point (and within two club-lengths to the fairway side
of that line).

But with these limits:
Limits on Location of Relief Area:
•
•

Must be in the general area, and
Must not be nearer the hole than the ball reference point.

Once the player puts a ball in play under this Local Rule:
•
•

The original ball that was lost or out of bounds is no longer in play and must not be played.
This is true even if the ball is found on the course before the end of the three-minute search time (see Rule
6.3b).

But the player may not use this option to take relief for the original ball when:
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•
•
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That ball is known or virtually certain to have come to rest in a penalty area, or
The player has played another ball provisionally under penalty of stroke and distance (see Rule 18.3).

A player may use this option to take relief for a provisional ball that has not been found or is known or virtually
certain to be out of bounds.
Penalty for Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in Breach of Local Rule: General Penalty Under Rule 14.7a.”
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